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IA beacon

M any thanks to...

Mr. Hunt ley/Mr. Reid: Thank you for making it happen 
with my sub and classes so they could still build their 
skimmers, Greatly appreciate it!

Ms. Paxton: Thank you for always making class fun! You 
are so nice to talk to and always make the class laugh. 
Your lectures are always the perfect amount of teaching 
and engaging. Thank you for being an amazing teacher 
and person!

Ms. Patel: Thank you for being so cool and energetic! 
We love you!

Mr. Duncan: He is so cool! He listens to students and 
watches us play ping-pong. He really likes UGA too!

Ms. Cramer: She cares so much about her students and 
shows such a vested interested in them all!  She is 
sweet, kind and a positive role model!

S tudents and parents are invited to join the fun! If 
you would like to give a Shout OUT to a teacher or 

staff  member, please Click Here.

W e talked to students about what they 
love about the fall. Here is what they 

had to say...

Marek Aplin, ninth grade, “Football season be-
gins, the weather is not too hot or cold, and 
the leaves and color changes.”

Audra Duncan, tenth grade, “I enjoy the music, 
movies and everything Halloween. I also 
like the weather, sweaters, layering clothes, 
food and color pallet.”

Quincy Maley ,ninth “I like the leaves chang-
ing colors and, even though I never do it, 
making a pile of leaves and jumping in it 
because the color change is so pretty and 
jumping in leaves is fun.”

Lorraine Sizemore, tenth  “I like the spooky sea-
son and Halloween, seasonal foods, movies, 
the weather and colors.” 

Student Voice

Student support team

A s we continue working with our 
families to support all students, this 

is a gentle reminder that communication 
for virtual classes should go directly to 
the student’s virtual teacher, not Ms. 
Dillworth or the counselors. You can 
find the teachers’ name and contact 
information on the student dashboard 
of their Fulton Virtual class. Counselors 
will meet with all students during their 
TESLA time on October 5 to help them 
register for their spring Virtual course 
(for the vast majority, it will be the B 
part of  their course).  

W e are announcing our inaugural IA  
Ambassadors this week! We had so 

many dedicated students apply for this 
program, but we had limited spaces. We 
want to thank all those that applied. 
The f irst task for our ambassadors 
involves assisting in our middle school 
counselor tour. They will create one 
minute “speeches” about why they chose 
to attend IA and their favorite spaces in 
our beautiful building. They will play 
an integral part with IA’s recruitment 
efforts, school tours, and building a 
peer mentorship and bridge program for 
next year’s rising 9th graders. We hope 
to expand this program in the spring as 
we prepare for the Class of  2025! 

P SAT Updates: Counselors and our 
graduation coach will meet with all 

students on October 5 to go over test-
taking strategies and give an overview 
of the PSAT with the goal of  making 
students more informed and less 
anxious about the exam. Please contact 
kalminh@fultonschools.org (A-L) or 
moranw@fultonschools.org (M-Z) with 
any questions. For more information 
about the PSAT, please visit www.
collegeboard.org 

Upcoming Dates
September 24: Staff PD
October 1:   Cohort A + Engineering

Spotlight on

Celebrate IA Student Celebrate IA Faculty

Mrs. Cramer, began her 
career in health care 

as a nurse. Years later 
she decided to become 
a teacher. “I care about 
improving the quality 
of  healthcare and I 
think teaching students 
the values and skills 
to be a compassionate 
and knowledgeable 
healthcare professional 
will make a huge 
difference in patient 

lives. As a teacher, I try to support each 
student as an individual and create a classroom 
where everyone feels comfortable actively 
contributing.” In her free time, she enjoys 
hiking with her two sons, weekend trips with 
her family, reading, and fishing. 

Shraya Jahangir 
(pictured far right) 

wants to be a voice 
for women in IT and 
engineering. “There 
aren’t enough women 
in those f ields. I want 
to be a programmer 
and do robotics.” The 
sophomore also shared 
how diff icult it was 
getting back into the 
swing of things after 18 months of being 
entirely virtual. “I get so tired after school. I 
f ind I either need to take a nap or do my work 
and go to bed early; there is so much to do.” 
A member of the yearbook staff, Jahangir also 
enjoys photography. My sister took pictures. I 
borrowed her camera to practice. I’m hooked.”

Another great week at IA, with a 
successful Virtual Curriculum Night 

worked well based on our initial feed-
back. It was a relief to not have traffic, 
parking, and hall navigation challenges 
overshadow such an important event.  
I’m certain this format enabled you 
to receive more information about 
your child’s classes than a traditional 
in-person format.

We had a monthly class meeting on 
9/21 during TESLA Time, which al-

lowed me to address all students with 
updates and concerns.  You can click 
here to see the PowerPoint of what 
was discussed. Based on survey results 
and grades a large majority of students 
have acclimated well, but we still have 
plenty of room for improvement to 
ensure that all students graduate with 
lots of post-secondary options. 

Lastly, our intent is not to punish 
students for poor performance, but 

to continually identify the cause of it 
and adjust where possible. Last Thurs-
day, we modified the environment 
for struggling virtual students and 39 
students went from failing to passing 
in one week. We’re now modifying 
the requirements to have all students 
report to school every Friday that 
they are failing 2 or more classes. This 
includes tomorrow 9/24/21.  We’ll see 
if this helps. As always, thanks for your 
support.

Tim Duncan

October 15: NO FLEX FRIDAY
          Normal School Day

October 13: PSAT Day

check it out

P SAT Wednesday, October 13th will be a school 
day PSAT test day for all 9th – 10th graders 

at Innovation Academy High School.  All 9th – 
10th grade students are registered to test, so no 
further registration actions are needed. It is not 
a mandatory test, but it is a highly encouraged 
opportunity for interested students as the cost 
for testing is being covered by county and state 
funds. This PSAT is offered as a face-to-face 
exam only. Students should arrive to campus as 
a normal start day but have the option to leave 
early by parent pick up, 1:00 pm. Parents should 
utilize the Flex Friday early check out form 
provided here. 

S tudents who receive extended time may have 
a later testing period, and that will extend 

their release time. All students will have an 
opportunity to receive a” grab and go” lunch, and 
will have supervised study periods in the hangar 
for the remainder of the day. Please ensure your 
students have the following items on test day:  

•2 Number 2 Pencils (no mechanical pencils)
•A four- function calculator. No calculators with 
a keyboard are permitted. We will not provide 
calculators for students. 

 Buses will run at their normal dismissal time. 

P lease f ill this form out to help us for planning 
purposes. 

October 8:  Cohort B + Health Care

October 22: Cohort C + IT

Step it up

I t’s FALL Y’all. As the weather begins to 
cool off, and the leaves begin to change, 

this is a great time to up your game and 
go outdoors. We suggest a walk, hike, bike 
ride... There are so many great places around 
Atlanta to visit and enjoy. One of the best 
places is anywhere along the North Fulton 
Greenway. The Greenway offers miles and 
miles of safe pathways and trails. To learn 
more Click HERE! 

check it out

On Friday, September 24, ALL 
students will be virtual. 

Teachers will not be available 
for work sessions or to give 
make-up tests because they 
will be engaged in professional 
development. Assignments will 
be posted on Teams. October 30: Fall Ball
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